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 Much has been written about the life and meaning of Jesus.  According to a 

University of Chicago study more has been written about Jesus in the past 20 years or 

so than was written about him in the first 19 centuries.  He has really been scrutinized 

and we still discuss about who he is.  When the Gospels were written their purpose was 

to tell others that this man called Jesus was, in fact, the Messiah that the world needed 

and longed for.  He was a Messiah for the entire world, not just the Jews.  Therefore, 

every word about Jesus found in the Gospels are meant to make the point that Jesus is 

the Messiah.  His miracles, his teachings and of course his death and resurrection all 

point to this one idea.  Now, proving that someone like Jesus is the Messiah sent by 

God is a pretty hard thing to do.  One category for Jesus cannot contain all that Jesus 

was.  Hence, Jesus is referred to by many names and symbols.  One of those names I 

want to bring up today is the Lamb of God.  “Behold,” said John the baptized to his 

disciples and pointing to Jesus, “the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.”  

This isn’t the last time Jesus will be called the Lamb of God, but it is the first time.  This 

happened right at the very beginning of his three year ministry upon this earth. 

 We know that Jesus grew up in Nazareth and that at the age of 12 he made a 

name for himself in the Temple.  Then, for the next 17 years we know absolutely 

nothing about him until he shows up to see his cousin John and be baptized by him.  
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 Again, it was there at the Jordan River, that John saw him and called him the 

Lamb of God.  This was then verified by the heavens opening up and the Spirit, like the 

form of a dove, ascended upon Jesus.  Then God declared that this was His son.  But 

before God spoke, John gave Jesus his first moniker – the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world.  That is because the lamb was an ancient symbol for purity 

and innocence that is acceptable to God for the sins of the repentant.  The life of the 

innocent lamb was accepted in place of the life of the sinner and that which isn’t right 

within us was made right through the sacrifice. 

 I have to admit that the imagery of all those sacrifices makes me uncomfortable.  

Even when it is explained to me it still presents a problem for 21st century people.  I 

have been told that one of the reasons that Israel doesn’t want their temple rebuilt on 

the Temple Mount in Jerusalem is because they don’t use sacrifices any more.  It would 

even be a big problem for them today.  So, today we understand that animal sacrifice 

has nothing to do with being right with God, so we don’t practice it. 

 However, for the ancient mind and cultures, animal sacrifices made sense.  They 

understood the symbolism and today, I want to use that symbolism to illustrate for us 

the meaning of the death of Jesus. 

 To first century Jews, there would be two images that came to mind when John 

uttered the words the Lamb of God.  The first was the meaning of the Passover lamb.  

For 400 hundred years the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt.  Then Moses was sent 

to free the people and return them to the land of Israel.  After nine plagues, pharaoh still 

refused so the last plague would be the death of all of the first-born.  Every household 

would be affected except those households that killed a lamb, cooked the meat to take 
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with them and put the lamb’s blood on their entryways.  “The blood will be a sign for you 

on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” (Exodus 

12:13)  That night the households of the people of Israel were spared and pharaoh 

released them from the bonds of slavery.  Slavery – the slavery of sin and death, and 

fear and hopelessness.  Yes, the world is still filled with slaves.  Not to human masters, 

but to masters of our desires and twisted thinking and living.  This then, release from 

slavery, was what the Passover Lamb of God meant and what Jesus accomplished.  It 

is still accomplished when a person allows Jesus to free them from all the bondages 

that holds them back from a relationship with God. 

 The other image that would pop into the minds of first century Jews would be the 

sacrificial lamb of the temple ritual.  Every morning and every evening, a lamb was 

sacrificed in the Temple for the sins of the people.  Moses said in Exodus 29:38-39, 

“This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day:  two lambs a year old.  

Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight.”  This sacrifice was made daily until 

70 AD when the temple was destroyed.  It hasn’t occurred since then.  The Old 

Testament ritual of the sacrifice of the lamb was never intended to be permanent.  Even 

the prophets said in many ways that thousands of sacrifices are not enough to purge 

away the darkness of sin.  The ritual was intended to be understood as a symbol of 

what would happen when God finally sent the Messiah into the world.  So, when Jesus 

is called the Lamb of God, it was meant to say that the final, everlasting sacrificial lamb 

was here! This was the function of the Messiah – to make the one, perfect, sufficient 

sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.   



4 
Lamb of God 
01/19/2020 

 Well, that brings us to today.  Where do we fit into all of this, centuries past the 

time of Jesus?  We may not understand certain aspects of those ancient rituals, and 

maybe some things about them get in the way of our modern-day sensibilities, but the 

meaning of the Lamb of God still reverberates in our souls.  The lamb, and only the 

lamb, made it so that the power of sin and death to separate us from God has been 

broken and destroyed.  That is still true today because God sent Jesus to be the Lamb 

of God.   

 Today we can still be freed from slavery to the chains of sin.  The Lamb of God 

made it possible for freedom to like this to happen.  For when the sinful desires of the 

human condition are replaced with the power of the Lamb of God, then freedom is the 

consequence.  Freedom from slavery to sin, in order to be free to love God with all our 

hearts, and all our minds, and all our souls and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  

Praise be to God.  Amen. 

  

  


