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 Just last week I pontificated upon the fact that by one person, Adam, all people 

have been and will be affected in a negative way so also by the one person. Jesus 

Christ have all of us been and will be affected in a positive way.  This morning I want to 

lift up the concept that the call of Abraham is the same call that all of us can accept as 

our own.  I see many ways in which the Bible can be correctly taken.  For example, a 

Biblical character’s journey can be seen as our own journey.  A Biblical character’s 

flaws can be seen as our own flaws.  A Biblical character’s story can be seen as our 

story.  And what happens to someone in the Bible can be seen as something that can or 

will happen to us.  We see ourselves in the people of the Bible and I think that is a fair 

way to look at things sometime.  So I looked at the call of Abraham this morning and I 

thought to myself, “That could work for all of us.”  It is a great calling.  Why can’t it work 

for all of us? 

 Now ¼ of the Book of Genesis is about Abraham.  Because of this many 

interesting legends have been written about him.  One long and fantastic legend states 

that Abraham’s father, Terah, who worshipped idols, was an official in the court of King 

Nimrod.  When Abraham was born the legend says, a star appeared in the sky and 

seemed to swallow up all the other stars.  King Nimrod took this as a sign threatening 

his power so he ordered the death of the baby Abraham, but Abraham was hidden in a 
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cave and his life was saved.  According to the legend it was in that cave that Abraham 

first began wondering about God.  It says that when he came out of the cave and stood 

looking up into the night sky that the moon was shining brightly and the sky was filled 

with stars.  So Abraham said to himself, “The moon must be God and the stars are 

God’s servants.”  So Abraham knelt down and worshiped the moon.   

 However, the light passed and the moon and stars all faded out of sight.  Then 

the sun arose in all its blazing glory and Abraham said, “Surely the sun is God, the 

creator of all.”  So he knelt down and worshiped the sun.  But when evening came the 

sun sank in the west and darkness prevailed once again.  So Abraham said to himself, 

“Truly the sun is not a god either.  I will worship only the God who created the sun, the 

moon and the stars.” 

 Another legend (and I like this one) says that Terah, Abraham’s father, not only 

worshiped 12 god’s, one for each month, but he also made idols for sale.  One day, 

when Abraham was minding the store for his father, a woman came in with a dish of 

meat to offer to the gods.  After she left, Abraham took a club and smashed all the idols 

but one, in whose hands he placed the club he had used.  Terah returned and was very 

angry at the destruction he saw.  Abraham said, “My father, a woman brought this dish 

of meat for your gods.  They all wanted to have it and the strongest knocked the heads 

off all the rest to keep them from eating it.”  Terah said, “That is impossible for they are 

all made of wood and stone.”  Then, according to the legend, Abraham answered, “Let 

your own words hear what your mouth has spoken.”  I tell you all this to show that 

Abraham is a very important character and that he made a substantial contribution to 

the entire human race by rejecting the concept of idols and multiple gods. 
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 I tell you all this to show that God picked the right man to bless.  One who, on his 

own, knew the truth and lived it. So it comes as no surprise that God called this man to 

be the father of monotheism.  His belief was to be spread throughout the entire world 

and God made a lasting covenant with him that would be for all people.  This is it:  “Go 

from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 

you.  I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will 

bless those who bless you and the one who curses you I will curse: and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  Now there are just two aspects of that entire 

calling that apply to every person upon the earth.   

 The first is the part about having to leave.  In Abraham’s case it was leaving 

behind the old land where he was living.  That place without God was not the place 

where God wanted him to be.  The same is true for each one of us.  The place without 

Christ is not the place God wants us to be.  I am told that there are toll booths at the 

Golden Gate Bridge.  Every once in a while people get to those booths and don’t have 

any money.  They can’t turn around and they can’t go forward.  There are cars lined up 

behind them and they have to do something.  The toll booth operators have the solution:  

if you don’t have any money, you can still cross the bridge – as long as you leave 

something that has a value greater than the cost of the toll. 

 So drivers have left such items as: a can of motor oil, a frying pan, a set of 

silverware, a new book, CD’s, and wedding bands.  One elderly man left his dentures 

and returned the next day to redeem them.  The owner of a diamond wristwatch valued 

at $7,000 left it for the toll but never returned to claim it.  The point is, in order to get to 

the other side; they had to leave something behind.  That is what Abraham had to do.  
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What we are asked to do is leave behind the old life and take on the new life found in 

Christ Jesus.  We leave behind the desires of the flesh and take up the desires of the 

spirit.  We leave behind the old life of Adam and become reborn into the life of Christ.  

“Leave your country, Abraham,” said God and those words are still the same for us 

today.  Leave behind the old world you are living in and go to the world God has.  

 The second aspect that applies to everyone still today is all those words of 

blessings.  The blessings of God (and they are not necessarily physical blessings but 

mostly spiritual blessings) are there waiting to be poured out upon us.  And here is the 

truth: God will bless those who bless others.  Plain and simple.  In the Gospels Jesus 

said, “When anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, I tell you 

the truth, they will be rewarded.”  In other words, God promises to bless those who are 

a blessing to others.  And here is the great thing; the blessing you give may have 

international consequences. 

 Ever hear of The Chaos Theory?  It goes like this: a butterfly lands on the nose of 

a buffalo in Africa.  Startled, the buffalo starts running and soon an entire herd of 1,000s 

are running and stirring up dust.  The dust creates a disturbance in the atmosphere and 

lowers the temperature over India.  Cold air rushes in and causes the jet stream to 

change course.  This causes a massive shift in weather patterns and brings rain and 

floods to the south United States.  Chaos – one little event causes massive chaos. 

 I want to believe in the blessing theory.  That, like Abraham, a little blessing to 

someone here can cause a massive change in humans across the globe.  It is just the 

way I choose to live.  Why not?  It was promised to Abraham and it sounds like a 

wonderful promise for you and me.  After all, it is Abraham’s call and ours.  Amen.    


